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plined production in themselves constitute an indirect
criticism of the spontaneity, the perfection, the excellence
of freedom and competition. But they also leave ample
room for the individual, since they take into consideration,
with good reason, his fundamental principles of the basis
and object of economic activity. The study of social
economy—that is, of both doctrines and institutions
concerned with the distribution and utilisation of wealth
—furnishes Gide with the opportunity of formulating
his philosophy and social theory.
As regards doctrine, he ranges himself incontestably
on the side of solidarity. In fact he is almost its creator,
and his famous lesson on the Ecole Nouvelle (1890)
antedates by six years Solidarite by Leon Bourgeois,
generally considered the pioneer of the doctrine. Gide is
not, in effect, satisfied to consider solidarity as an experi-
mental idea, but as a principle of social organisation.
Society is to become, as it were, a kind of great mutual
benefit association in which natural solidarity governed
by the good will of each, or, in default of this, by legal
compulsion, will achieve justice and where each, for the
benefit of all, will share in the common burden and
receive his reward.
Solidarity, says Gide—and throughout his work he
applies the results of making this distinction—is distin-
guished from Socialism in that it preserves the bases of
the existing social order—property, heredity, freedom of
disposal and the inequalities resulting therefrom—but
extenuates these inequalities in binding the weak to the
strong by the thousand ties of voluntary association. Thus
Gide admits respect for property. But he justifies it solely
by the social utility of the property holder and would
expropriate him without hesitation if he fulfilled his
function badly; he would tax whatever plus-value is
due to social activity and not to that of its holder; in any
case he would limit private property holding in the
general interest in order to prevent its abuse, destruc-
tion, misuse or non-exploitation. And one has a definite
feeling that he constantly hesitates between reason,

